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NEWS REPORT ON HOMESWEST, ERROR 
Statement by Minister for Housing and Works 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Housing and Works) [2.02 pm]:  I wish to take this opportunity 
to correct a factual error that appeared in this week’s Sunday Times.  In a report on page 15 headed “Fury at wait 
for public housing” written by Joe Spagnolo, it was reported that the Homeswest waiting list stood at 15 546 
applicants.  This number is in fact the waiting list that the Gallop government inherited when it took office in 
February 2001.  As at 30 June 2005, the waiting list stood at 13 125 applicants.  This is the correct number that 
the Sunday Times should have reported.  My office provided this information to the Sunday Times but I suspect 
that the wrong number resulted from a transcription error by the reporter.   
Aside from the reporting error, the report was tainted by some unthoughtful comments by the Leader of the 
Opposition.  I therefore ask that the Leader of the Opposition reflect on the following positive facts.  The waiting 
list of Homeswest applicants has fallen by 2 421 applicants, or 15.6 per cent, since the Gallop government took 
office.  The 475 Homeswest homes available to be re-let represent 1.2 per cent of Homeswest’s total stock of 
39 247 homes.  This is half the vacancy rate of 2.5 per cent that applies to the private rental market across 
Western Australia. 
The government is investing $12 million over the next four years to replace and upgrade a combined total of 
1 000 Homeswest homes in regional Western Australia.  It will mean that regional Western Australians will live 
in better homes, there will be more efficient use of existing land stocks and regional centres will receive the 
benefit of a $12 million injection of housing infrastructure investment.  In a joint venture with the City of 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder, the government is refurbishing 228 properties in South Kalgoorlie.  This includes 
improvements to street lighting, drainage and public open space. 
The Leader of the Opposition described these excellent results and initiatives as “bad management”.  The 
evidence shows that the Leader of the Opposition is very wrong.  He should take time to think about these things 
before making any further silly comments.  
 


